
HOM 1st Sunday Advent 2025 A Nov 30 

 

The liturgical End Time theme which began during the last 2-3 weeks of Ordinary time on the Church 

calendar, now continues into the first part of Advent. However, the focus will gradually shift from the 

second coming of Christ to His first coming, and starting on December 17 until the 24th, the focus will be 

entirely on the Lord’s first coming – His Nativity.  

 

As we know, there is a Last Judgement – the Universal Judgement – at the end of history with Jesus’ 

return in glory, but there is also an individual  judgment for each person at the moment of death – called 

the Particular Judgment. The outcome will the same for both. 

 

I want to share with you what the Catechism teaches about the Particular Judgement and also the Last 

Judgement so that we can be clear about why the Scriptures – the Word of God --  exhort of to be 

prepared for these.  

 

With regard to the Particular Judgment at the moment of death the Catechism teaches this: 

1021 Death puts an end to human life as the time open to either accepting or rejecting the divine 

grace manifested in Christ.590 The New Testament speaks of judgment primarily in its aspect of 

the final encounter with Christ in his second coming, but also repeatedly affirms that each will be 

rewarded immediately after death in accordance with his works and faith. The parable of the poor 

man Lazarus and the words of Christ on the cross to the good thief, as well as other New 

Testament texts speak of a final destiny of the soul -a destiny which can be different for some and 

for others.591 

1022 Each man receives his eternal retribution in his immortal soul at the very moment of his 

death, in a particular judgment that refers his life to Christ: either entrance into the blessedness of 

heaven - through a purification -- or immediately -- or immediate and everlasting damnation.594 

At the evening of life, we shall be judged on our love.595  (St. John of the Cross)  

With regard to the Last Judgement, here’s what the Catechism teaches in part:          

1038 The resurrection of all the dead, "of both the just and the unjust,"621 will precede the Last 

Judgment. This will be "the hour when all who are in the tombs will hear [the Son of man's] voice 

and come forth, those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done 

evil, to the resurrection of judgment."622 Then Christ will come "in his glory, and all the angels 

with him .... Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from 

another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right 

hand, but the goats at the left.... and they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 

into eternal life."623 

1039 In the presence of Christ, who is Truth itself, the truth of each man's relationship with God 

will be laid bare.624 The Last Judgment will reveal even to its furthest consequences the good 

each person has done or failed to do during his earthly life: 

1040 The Last Judgment will come when Christ returns in glory. Only the Father knows the day 

and the hour; only he determines the moment of its coming. Then through his Son Jesus Christ he 

will pronounce the final word on all history. We shall know the ultimate meaning of the whole 

work of creation and of the entire economy of salvation and understand the marvelous ways by 
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which his Providence led everything towards its final end. The Last Judgment will reveal that 

God's justice triumphs over all the injustices committed by his creatures and that God's love is 

stronger than death.626 

1041 The message of the Last Judgment calls men to conversion while God is still giving them 

"the acceptable time, . . . the day of salvation."627 It inspires a holy fear of God and commits them 

to the justice of the Kingdom of God. It proclaims the "blessed hope" of the Lord's return, when 

he will come "to be glorified in his saints, and to be marvelled at in all who have believed."628 

Finally, in connection with Judgment, the Catechism teaches at length about the reality of Hell. We need 

to take this to heart also:  

1033 We cannot be united with God unless we freely choose to love him. But we cannot love 

God if we sin gravely against him, against our neighbor or against ourselves: "He who does not 

love remains in death. Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 

murderer has eternal life abiding in him."610 Our Lord warns us that we shall be separated from 

him if we fail to meet the serious needs of the poor and the little ones who are his brethren.611 To 

die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God's merciful love means remaining separated 

from him for ever by our own free choice. This state of definitive self-exclusion from communion 

with God and the blessed is called "hell." 

1034 Jesus often speaks of "Gehenna" of "the unquenchable fire" reserved for those who to the 

end of their lives refuse to believe and be converted, where both soul and body can be 

lost.612 Jesus solemnly proclaims that he "will send his angels, and they will gather . . . all evil 

doers, and throw them into the furnace of fire,"613 and that he will pronounce the condemnation: 

"Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire!"614 

1035 The teaching of the Church affirms the existence of hell and its eternity. Immediately after 

death the souls of those who die in a state of mortal sin descend into hell, where they suffer the 

punishments of hell, "eternal fire."615 The chief punishment of hell is eternal separation from God, 

in whom alone man can possess the life and happiness for which he was created and for which he 

longs. 

1036 The affirmations of Sacred Scripture and the teachings of the Church on the subject of hell 

are a call to the responsibility incumbent upon man to make use of his freedom in view of his 

eternal destiny. They are at the same time an urgent call to conversion: "Enter by the narrow gate; 

for the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are 

many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to life, and those who find it are 

few."616 

Since we know neither the day nor the hour, we should follow the advice of the Lord and 

watch constantly so that, when the single course of our earthly life is completed, we may 

merit to enter with him into the marriage feast and be numbered among the blessed, and 

not, like the wicked and slothful servants, be ordered to depart into the eternal fire, into 

the outer darkness where "men will weep and gnash their teeth."617 

1037 God predestines no one to go to hell;618 for this, a willful turning away from God (a mortal 

sin) is necessary, and persistence in it until the end. In the Eucharistic liturgy and in the daily 

prayers of her faithful, the Church implores the mercy of God, who does not want "any to perish, 

but all to come to repentance":619 
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Father, accept this offering from your whole family. Grant us your peace in this life, save 

us from final damnation,and count us among those you have chosen.620 (Eucharistic 

Prayer I)  

So, we do well to live each day mindful of the certainty of judgment and the realities of both Heaven and 

Hell for ourselves and others, especially those we hold dear. The Word of God for today exhorts us to 

prepare for this. Love for neighbor requires that we also have a zeal for saving souls, doing all we can to 

help people attain heaven. 

 

The night is far spent. The day is at hand. Salvation is nearer now than when we first believed, St. Paul 

tells us in the second reading.  

 

In the Gospel, Jesus warns us: “You do not know on which day your Lord will come.” “You must be 

prepared for at an hour you do not expect the Son of Man will come.”  

 

One of the ways we can prepare ourselves and help others prepare for judgment and eternity is to have a 

bucket list of holy things we want to get done before we die. And since no one knows the day or hour 

when we will be summoned into eternity to face the Lord in judgment, people of every age level would do 

well to make a such a list topped with things that are spiritually important such as:  

 

1) fulfilling God’s will for one’s life (or the remainder of it), and   

2) accomplishing the work God has entrusted just to you, and   

3) attaining here on earth, the holiness for which each of us was created,  

4) overcoming and atoning for sins while we have time (in order to go straight to heaven. 

 

And, if we want to go rejoicing to the house of the Lord – longing to see God face to face and to be with 

all the blessed forever - as the Responsorial Psalm REFRAIN invites us to do, there’s one thing that can 

pretty much guarantee that we will do this. Maybe you already know what it is! Just pray these words 

silently and sincerely with every Holy Communion, and strive to them out in between: I AM ALL 

YOURS O MOST LOVING JESUS THROUGH MARY YOUR MOTHER WITH THE HELP OF ST. 

JOSEPH.  

 

This will unite us completely with Jesus who said that when we do this, His joy will be in us and our joy 

will be complete,  
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