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On this next to the last Sunday on the Church’s liturgical calendar, our first reading from the Old 

Testament prophet Malachi, and our Gospel reading from Luke’s account have to do with the end of 

salvation history when Christ will return in glory to judge the living and the dead. The faithful will then 

inherit the promised new heavens and new earth, and those who reject God and His will will get their 

wish and take their place in the eternal abode of the Devil. The Lord told His disciples to be attentive to 

the signs of the times leading up to this.   

 

When Pope Benedict XVI visited the United States in 2008, he answered three questions that were 

submitted to him in advance by the US Bishops. One of those questions was about the quiet attrition from 

the Catholic faith in our country – i.e., the declining number of Catholics. His answer was a subtle 

reference to the signs of our times.   

 

As part of his answer, the Pope pointed to two factors that applied, not just to the Church in the United 

States, but to the universal Church. One factor was that the second coming of Christ was being largely 

ignored -- as though it were no longer relevant to our faith. Here is what he said to our bishops:   

 

We need to acknowledge with concern the almost complete eclipse of an eschatological sense 

in many of our traditionally Christian societies. (The word eschatological refers to the second 

coming of Christ in glory at the end time for the Last Judgment. Eclipse of this means that it has 

disappeared – been hidden -- as a subject of preaching and faith formation.  

 

Benedict continued:  

 

As you know, I have pointed to this problem in my encyclical Spe Salve (Saved by Hope). Suffice 

it to say that faith and hope are not limited to this world: as theological virtues, they unite us 

with the Lord and draw us toward the fulfilment not only of our personal destiny but also that of 

all creation. Faith and hope are the inspiration and basis for all of our efforts to prepare for the 

coming Kingdom of God. (Meeting with the Bishops of the United States of America, Responses 

of His Holiness Benedict XVI to the Questions Posed by the Bishops, National Shrine of the 

Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., April 16, 2008)   

 

Here, Pope Benedict was saying that instead of our faith and hope focusing primarily on eternal life in 

heaven, it was now focused almost exclusively on life here and now. He said that this was a concern and a 

problem, because by seeking fulfillment on this side of eternity, people were abandoning the true faith 

and jeopardizing their eternal salvation.  

 

I would suggest that what he saw going on here was a sign of what the Catechism teaches is “the supreme 

religious deception…of the Antichrist”. This is found in Paragraph 675. It reads:  

Before Christ's second coming the Church must pass through a final trial that will shake the faith 

of many believers.573  

As a footnote to this, in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus says: “Many false prophets will arise and deceive many; 

and because of the increase of evildoing the love of many will grow cold.” (24: 11-12) 

In Luke’s Gospel footnote, Jesus asks: “When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?” 

(18: 8) This refers to a great apostasy or abandonment of the true faith.  
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And in the Second Letter to the Thessalonians footnote, St. Paul also speaks of “the apostasy” (i.e., the 

falling away from the true faith) that will precede the day of the Lord’s return. (2: 3)  

Paragraph 675 of the Catechism continues: 

The persecution that accompanies her pilgrimage on earth574 will unveil the "mystery of iniquity" 

in the form of a religious deception offering men an apparent solution to their problems at the 

price of apostasy from the truth. The supreme religious deception is that of the Antichrist, a 

pseudo-messianism by which man glorifies himself in place of God and of his Messiah come in 

the flesh.575 

Paragraph 676 then explains what this means. It states: 

The Antichrist's deception already begins to take shape in the world every time the claim is made 

to realize within history that messianic hope which can only be realized beyond history through 

the eschatological judgement. (i.e., the Last Judgement)  

This is the key statement to understanding Benedict XVI’s words of concern about the eclipse of an 

eschatological sense – the placing of faith and hope for the fulfillment of Christ’s promises in the here and 

now instead of in eternity following the Last Judgment. Paragraph 676 then closes by putting a name to 

the form that the Supreme religious deception – i.e., the Antichrist’s deception – is likely to take. It states: 

The Church has rejected even modified forms of this falsification of the kingdom-to-come under 

the name of millenarianism,576 especially the "intrinsically perverse" political form of a secular 

messianism.577 

In other words, it seems that the supreme religious deception will take the form of a political alliance 

between secular humanists and unfaithful members of the Church whereby hope in Christ and His 

promises is perverted into increasingly sinful worldly aspirations within time. St. Paul warned about such 

unfaithfulness where he wrote that: “If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are the most pitiable 

people of all.” (1 Cor. 15: 19)  

However, by remaining faithful to Christ’s teachings, members of the Church will be persecuted unto 

death in what is the final trial of the Church. The outcome of this is explained in the next paragraph of the 

Catechism, Paragraph 677, which states: 

The Church will enter the glory of the kingdom only through this final Passover, when she will 

follow her Lord in his death and Resurrection.578 The kingdom will be fulfilled, then, not by a 

historic triumph of the Church through a progressive ascendancy, but only by God's victory over 

the final unleashing of evil, which will cause his Bride to come down from heaven.579 God's 

triumph over the revolt of evil will take the form of the Last Judgement after the final cosmic 

upheaval of this passing world.580 

In other words, the condition of our world is not going to get progressively better, with more and more 

people turning to Christ and living the truth with love. Rather, as foretold in the Bible, evil will grow 

until, with its final unleashing against the faithful members of the Church, the Lord intervenes with His 

second coming and Last Judgment to vanquish it from the new home of God’s holy ones.  

In the meantime, Brothers and Sister, for our part in all this, in order to remain faithful to Christ even unto 

martyrdom, we are exhorted to join in Jesus’ saving oblation to the Father. Pope Benedict referred to this 
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in the other part of his answer to the US Bishop’s question about quiet attrition in the Church where he 

said:    

   

“Perhaps we still have much to do in realizing the Council’s vision of the liturgy as the exercise 

of the common priesthood and the impetus for a fruitful apostolate in the world.” 

 

Translated, he was speaking here about the Second Vatican Council’s teaching that, at Mass, the faithful 

are to learn to offer themselves with Jesus to the Father for the life of the world, the salvation of all the 

willing. This is the exercise of our common priesthood during the Mass wherein the exercise of Christ’s 

priesthood is made present and we, the faithful, are to join in His self-oblation to the Father. As you 

know, I call this Eucharistic Self-Offering because it is to culminate at Holy Communion when, receiving 

Jesus in the Sacrament of His Body and Blood, we reciprocate His self-offering to us with our self-

offering to Him, and with Him to the Father, unto the Cross and Resurrection for the salvation of all, 

beginning with those we hold dear.  

 

As we offer ourselves to Jesus and with Him to the Father in praise and thanksgiving unto the Cross of 

obedient love for the salvation of all those we hold dear, and all whom the Father holds dear, our oneness 

with Jesus is brought to perfection. We thereby also communicate the overflowing grace of the Holy 

Spirit poured out to us from the Lord to these beloved others so that they, too, would live in oneness with 

Jesus now and unto eternal life.  

 

We thus help to bring the Lord’s saving work to fruitful completion and hasten His return in glory for the 

Last Judgment that will open the way to the promised new heavens and new earth for all the faithful. I 

invite you to fully participate in this by joining me in praying these words silently and sincerely with 

every Holy Communion and striving to live them out in between:  

 

I AM ALL YOURS O MOST LOVING JESUS THROUGH MARY YOUR MOTHER WITH THE 

HELP OF ST. JOSEPH.  


