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Bishop Robert makes a rather startling statement at the beginning of his homily for today. He’s says that
the present generation is the first in human history to not believe in the efficacy of prayer. In other words,
many people today do not believe that prayer works. They do not turn prayerfully to God, even in times
of tragedy, as people universally have done throughout history. They have been secularized and regard
prayer as useless — as an exercise in futility -- and they demand action instead of prayer.

Action can also be necessary, Barron says, but action without prayer is a prescription for disaster. | like
how my friend, Fr. Tom Morrow, puts it: We should pray as if everything depends on God and work as if
everything depends on us.

God really does hear our prayers, however, and He really does effect change through our prayers, as He
has throughout human history. | hope you all have had experiences of this. | have experienced miracles
through prayer, a number of which I call to mind each day and thank God for them each day.

Prayer is absolutely necessary for a good outcome to activities and to life itself. That’s because prayer is
the raising of our minds and heart to God who is all-good and the source of all that is good — truth and
beauty and justice and love. God is also all-powerful and omniscient. He can do all that is good and
knows everything. If we do not pray, we cannot participate in this.

On the other hand, those who choose evil get help from the Devil who is in eternal rebellion toward God.
And the Devil has a certain creaturely power to effect evil — e.g., to twist truth into lies and disrupt peace
with trouble-making and violence, and to replace goodwill with hate. But this is no match for God’s
infinite power to overcome evil and to effect good. So, if we do not pray, we become prey for the Devil.
If we pray —raising our minds and hearts to the all-good, all-powerful God — we open ourselves to
participating in His Plan to bring all the willing into oneness with His Son to share in His eternal
blessedness and divine glory.

But how exactly does God bring about good when we raise our mind and heart — our intellect and our will
-- to Him in prayer? Take, for example, our first reading. How did God bring about victory for the
Israelites over the Amalekites in response to the prayer of Moses? Keep in mind here again that God is
all-good and He desires our true good — the good of His People — and the good of all peoples...and that
He has a Plan for this that included a homeland for the Israelites, the People first chosen to be peculiarly
His own.

The Amalekites were the persistent enemy of the Israelites. Amalek, a grandson of Jacob’s twin brother,
Esau, led a nomadic tribe that was known for its cruelty in attacks on the Israelites. In today’s reading,
they attacked the Israelites from the rear in the Sinai Peninsula desert, slaughtering the weakest Israelites
first and then moving forward to slay as many of the one million Israelites as possible, even all of them.
Only by Moses’ persevering prayer were the Israelites able to defend themselves by eventually prevailing
over the Amalekites.

We may suppose that by praying — with his arms held heavenward by his assistants — Moses opened his
mind and heart to the Lord who then effected the outcome of this battle in perhaps at least two ways: 1)
angels were sent as reinforcements to overpower the Amalekites and their demonic co-horts, and 2) the
Holy Spirit filled the hearts of the lIsraelites with a strong desire to reach the Promised Land and
enlightened their minds with fighting skills to stop and overcome their enemy.

Know, too that this battle was not only an historical event, but it also symbolizes our desert journey to the
promised new heavens and new earth. The devil and his minions will try to stop us from reaching our



God-given destination, and if we do not persevere in praying each day, and even throughout the day, thus
opening ourselves to receive God’s help — heaven’s help — we won’t make it.

Consider also the Gospel parable. For a long time, this corrupt judge was unwilling to render a just
decision in favor of the widow against her adversary. However, the widow’s persistence paid off. The
dishonest judge -- weary of her entreaties and fearing she might strike him -- finally delivers a just
decision. Our Lord then teaches us that God -- who cannot be corrupted -- who is all-good and all-
powerful -- will readily grant us what is just and for our true good and the good of others if we raise our
minds and hearts to Him in prayer and open ourselves to His will — His Plan — to draw all into oneness
with Himself. This does not mean that God will give us everything we want. Rather, He will offer us
what is for our true good — our eternal happiness.

But, “Wait a minute, Father!”, you might say, “Didn’t Jesus say that if we pray to the Father in His Name,
that He will give us whatever we ask?’

Absolutely. That’s absolutely correct. That’s what Jesus said and it’s absolutely true. However, the key
words here are “IN MY NAME” which means according to the mind and heart of Jesus. In other words, if
it conforms with God’s will.

That’s how the Holy Spirit intercedes for us when we pray. We pray to win the Power Ball, while at the
same time, the Holy Spirit is praying for us to embrace the spirit of poverty.

We’ve all heard stories about how this works. For example, a lady from Texas was rushing to the airport
to catch her plane for an appointment in Chicago that could make her the first woman CEO of a certain
nationwide financial institution. She prayed desperately that she would make it on time because getting
her children ready for school caused her an unexpected delay. And then her new car quit two miles from
the airport, and the taxi she summoned to get her the rest of the way took too long and she missed her
flight. Her call to the President of the financial institution left her devastated. He informed her that in her
absence the Board withdrew her job offer and closed the meeting. A short time after that she was shocked
to learn that the flight she missed had crashed on route to its destination and all on board perished.

I made up this story, but St. Paul’s story is not made up. After receiving extraordinary heavenly insights
from the Lord, he writes: “Therefore, that I might not become too elated, a thorn in the flesh was given to
me, an angel of Satan to beat me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times | begged the Lord about
this, that it might leave me, but He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect
in weakness.’ I will rather (then) boast most gladly of my weaknesses, in order that the power of Christ
may dwell in me.” (2 Cor 12: 7-9)

So, even though Paul prayed insistently for relief from what was probably the demonic oppression that
God allowed him to suffer, the Lord did not give Paul what he wanted, but rather, gave him something
better -- the grace of the Holy Spirit — the power -- that would draw him closer to Jesus — crucified and
risen -- and conform him to His likeness in doing the Father’s will...as a sacrificial victim for the life of
the world.

When our prayers are not answered the way we want, we can be sure something like this is going on. God
is giving us something better, preparing us for something greater.

Notice, however, Jesus’s closing words in the Gospel. “Will not God secure the rights of His chosen ones
who call to him day and night? Will He be slow to answer them? I tell you, He will see to it that justice is
done for them speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on earth?”



There are two points here: 1) Those who pray — who raise their minds and hearts to God all the time with
an openness to His will — will receive timely help — even eternal deliverance from evil and unending
blessedness, according to His promises. 2) Secondly, for those who do not pray all the time, faith will
wither and die, and they will not make it to Heaven.

I am compelled by my vocation, brothers and sisters, to preach this truth — whether convenient or
inconvenient — as St. Paul instructs Timothy in our second reading — and, based on this truth, to convince,
reprimand, and encourage through all patience and teaching — not just from the pulpit, but even when | am
golfing with friends.

I was never a very good golfer and now | golf only infrequently, but last Thursday | went golfing with
some friends — two of them — former nominal Catholics who no longer believe in God. One of these also
mocks the Church to me when he has an opportunity . My friendship with him goes back to high school.
He and | attended different Catholic grade schools and the same Catholic High School and then also Pitt.

Several years ago, | met privately with both of these friends to discuss religion. They granted me an hour
of their time, and | explained the un-reasonable of unbelief and the reasonableness of the Catholic faith.
They were un-convinced, and so after our conversation, | told them | would pray for them, but would not
talk religion with them again unless they brought it up. I have indeed prayed for them virtually every day,
and offered myself for them, and have kept my word not to bring up the subject of religion.

However, the one who mocks the Church, can’t resist doing so when I am with him, and so, it seems the
Lord corners me so that | must respond. And almost always the other non-believing friend is within
earshot. Anyway, last Thursday, | had decided in advance to respond only with silence, no matter what
was said. At the end of game, however, as | handed the friend who mocks the Church the dollar that was
due to the members of the winning team, he said sarcastically: “And what poor widow gave this dollar to
the Church?” (implying extortion and theft)

“I’ll have to find out and let you know,” | said sarcastically, “so that you can play Robin Hood.” (by
giving it back to her)

Then the Lord compelled me to add: “Better yet, when you enter eternity, you’ll see her across the chasm
and can offer her the dollar, telling her you won it back from the priest. And she’ll say to you, ‘No one on
this side can cross over to your side, and no one on your side can Cross over to this side.”

That left him speechless for about three or four seconds, and then he started to mock the sign of the cross
I make before each golf swing, noting how useless it was in view of my astronomical score.

“I don’t do it for a good score, I said, but to glorify God, whatever the outcome.” Then | looked up at the
clear blue sky and said: “May my humiliation glorify you, Lord!”

We shook hands and as | drove off, | was pleased and grateful that I did not deny the Lord with silence in
the face of the mockery toward His Church and that was faithful to my vocation by witnessing to it even
with those signs of the cross that brought me ridicule.

After all, as you know, | always pray silently and sincerely with every Holy Communion: | AM ALL
YOURS O MOST LOVING JESUS THROUGH MARY YOUR MOTHER.



