
HOM 22nd Sunday 2022 C August 27 

 

Definitions are important. Before one can discuss something with another person, there has to be a 

common understanding about what it is that is being discussed, and for this, a definition may be needed.  

 

I remember that the first talk I had to give in a speech class at Pitt was to define something…but we were 

not permitted to define love because the professor thought that love was too abstract and undefinable. 

Nevertheless, it is very important to have a clear understanding of what love is, so as you may have 

noticed, I use a very specific definition of love that I sometimes remind you of in my homilies. When it 

comes to loving other people, to love means to seek the true good of the other person or persons. When it 

comes to loving God, however, because God is all good and we cannot seek God’s good, love means to 

do God’s will. When we love God by doing His will, then, it is for our good and the good of others.  

 

The word we need to define today is humility because that’s the primary focus of our Scripture readings. 

Our first reading from, the Book of Sirach, one of the seven books of wisdom in the Old Testament, starts 

with these two sentences: “My child, conduct your affairs with humility and you will be loved more than a 

giver of gifts. Humble yourself the more, the greater you are, and you will find favor with God.”   

 

But what is humility? In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus gives two concrete examples in order to teach the 

people about its temporal and eternal value  By taking the lowest place at a banquet – and then being 

invited by the host to move up to a higher position – you will enjoy the esteem of your companions at the 

table, Jesus says. That’s a temporal benefit. My spiritual director uses “Always take the lowest place” as a 

rule of thumb for his directees. It is very freeing to be able to feel good about being insignificant in the 

eyes of other people or even about being humiliated before them. 

 

And, Jesus adds in the Gospel reading, when you hold a lunch or a dinner, by inviting the poor and those 

suffering bodily or other affliction instead of those who can repay you, you will be rewarded at the 

resurrection of the righteous. That’s the eternal benefit.  

 

But again what exactly is humility? We need a definition so that we can put humility into practice in other 

circumstances, indeed, at all times. The words of Jesus in today’s Gospel acclamation help us toward this. 

“Take my yoke upon you,” says the Lord, “and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart.”   

 

So, Jesus is the measure and model of humility. We should not be surprised by that, of, course, because 

humility is a virtue -- it is something good -- and Jesus is all-good. He is all-powerful and all-

knowing…and perfectly humble. He who is God the Son not only takes on our creaturely-ness, our 

humanity, He does this because it is the will of God the Father. “I have come from Heaven not to do my 

own will,” Jesus said, “but the will of Him Who sent me.”  (John 6: 38)  And He did this unto the 

humiliation and suffering of the Cross. As St. Paul states in his Letter to the Philippians (2: 8): “He 

(Jesus) humbled Himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.”  

 

Paul also notes that “because of this, God greatly exalted Him” (2: 9) and he urged Christians to “have 

among yourselves the same attitude that is also yours in Christ Jesus.” (2: 5) So, again, Jesus is our 

model for humility – He is the standard for our humility -- and we see that His obedience to His Father’s 

will is what underlies His humility. That is the basis for us being humble also – we are to put God’s will 

ahead of our own will.  

 

When I checked the Webster’s New World Dictionary that my brother gave me as a gift as I went off to 

college some 54 years ago, I found that one of the meanings of the word humble is “to be conscious of 

one’s defects or shortcomings.” That would not apply to Jesus and His humility, of course, because Jesus 

has no defects or shortcomings, but it could apply to us when it comes to sports or any worldly pursuits, 



and to acknowledge one’s limitations is a good and honest thing to do. We hear in our first reading these 

words of wisdom: “What is too sublime for you, seek not, into things beyond your strength search not.”  

That is the humble and wise thing to do.  

 

Then there are moral defects or shortcomings about which we should be humbly mindful, and ask God for 

mercy like the tax collector in Luke’s Gospel account (18: 9-14). He went into the temple area – hanging 

back, with eyes lowered, beating his breast and praying: “O God, be merciful to me a sinner.” Jesus said 

he went home justified because he humbled himself.  

 

The dictionary definition that applies to the humility of Jesus, however, is different than this kind of 

humility that is appropriate most especially if we have fallen into grave sin. Rather, Webster’s definition 

for humility that applies to Jesus is “the absence of self-assertion”. The absence of self-assertion that is 

found in Jesus’ deference to His Father’s will helps us to understand the kind of humility we are to live by 

in oneness with Jesus, and to foster in loved ones. In His agony in the Garden Jesus prayed to God the 

Father for the Cup of Suffering to pass Him by, but then concluded by adding “Not my will but yours be 

done.” (Luke 22: 42) 

  

Contrary to an early Christological heresy, called monothelitism, which held that Jesus had only one will, 

this prayer of Jesus indicates that He had both a human will as Son of Man and a divine will as Son of 

God to which He always conformed His human will. This helps us to see that we also – in oneness with 

Jesus – are to conform our human will to God’s will, and to not assert our human will ahead of God’s will 

is the beginning of humility.    

 

This is especially challenging because self-assertion is rife in our day; it’s everywhere. Our culture, which 

is fraught with contentiousness and discord, is imbued with self-assertion. That’s not surprising. Where 

God’s will is ignored in favor of human willfulness, there is bound to be widespread strife and cultural 

disintegration. Secularization and the will to power among men leads to tyranny and ultimately to war and 

destruction. 

 

The humility of Jesus also has another dimension to it that we must take note of and strive to imitate. It is 

that, while Jesus always deferred to His Father’s will – i.e., to His divine will ahead of His human will – 

as exemplified during His Agony in the Garden -- He also always asserted His divine will when it came to 

living and speaking the truth. He did this whether it was giving the Sermon on the Mount, rebuking the 

Pharisees for their hypocrisy, or acknowledging His divinity.  

 

Just as the prophets boldly proclaimed the word of God, but not their own will, Jesus, meek and humble 

of heart, likewise, assertively spoke the word of God in doing the Father’s will, and did not assert His 

own human will ahead of His Father’s will. That, indeed is what true humility is. We can define humility 

then simply as putting God’s will ahead of our own will in all things, in all we do and say at all times .  

 

I think here of Mother Angelica. One might not readily see her as a humble person because she was no 

shrinking violet. However, even as she patiently carried a cross of affliction having to do with her legs, 

she was quite assertive in speaking the Gospel truth and getting things done, like founding a monastery 

and building the world’s largest religious telecommunications network. Yet in her assertiveness, she was 

not asserting her own human will, but God’s will. She undertook what the Lord told her to do, she said. 

She was indeed humble according to our definition of humility, that is, according to the example of Christ 

and in oneness with Him. And that’s the kind of humility, first and foremost, that we are called to have.  

 

And that’s also what we strive to embrace and live by as we enter into the practice of Eucharistic Self-

Offering. It is the total offering of ourselves to God’s will in oneness with Jesus in Holy Communion, 

with the intention of living this out, day to day, with heaven’s help, especially that of the Blessed Mother 



and St. Joseph. This will take us to the cross of obedience, humility, and love with Jesus for the life of the 

world – the salvation of the willing. If you are interested in doing this, I invite you to join me in praying 

these words silently and sincerely with every Holy Communion, and striving to live them out in-between: 

I AM ALL YOURS O MOST LOVING JESUS THROUGH MARY YOUR MOTHER, WITH THE 

HELP OF ST. JOSEPH.  


